Legal and medical nursing aspects of documentation, recording and reporting.
This article deals with the importance of documentation, recording and reporting as a means of communication in daily medical and nursing practice. It points out the common deficiencies in this respect and describes the legal, clinical, medical and nursing implications of proper reporting. The medical staff is often not sufficiently aware of the importance of accurate reporting. The inadequate compiling and incorrect reading of medical records can jeopardize patients' rights to quality service.